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SUBJECT: APPREHENSION OF US SOLDIER AT CHECKPOINT CHARLIE 
REF: BERLIN 1566 

1. AFTER BEING UNABLE TO CONTACT SOVIET PROTOCOL OFFICER 
AGAIN IN COURSE OF NIGHT (PARA 7, REFTEL), MISSION PROTOCOL 
OFFICER DELIVERED FOLLOWING STATEMENT PROTESTING DETENTION AND 
DEMANDING RELEASE OF MEDLEY TO DEPUTY SOVIET PROTOCOL OFFICER 
ADOMAITIS AT 1020 SEPTEMBER 11: "AT ABOUT 2200 
ON 10 SEPTEMBER, SPECIALIST FOURTH CLASS WILLIAM S. MEDLEY, 

A MEMBER OF THE UNITED STATES FORCES, WAS DETAINED AT CHECKPOINT 
CHARLIE IN HIS PERSONAL AUTOMOBILE. AMERICAN PERSONNEL MADE 
FOUR ATTEMPTS TO REACH SPECIALIST MEDLEY DURING THE 
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NEXT THREE HOURS, BUT WERE PREVENTED FROM DOING SO BY EAST 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


BERLIN GUARDS. AT ABOUT 0100 ON 1 1 SEPTEMBER, SPECIALIST 
MEDLEY WAS OBSERVED BEING ESCORTED FROM HIS VEHICLE BY 
SOVIET MILITARY PERSONNEL. 

"I AM INSTRUCTED TO PROTEST THE DETENTION OF SPECIALIST 
MEDLEY, THE INTERFERENCE OF EAST BERLIN GUARDS WITH A U.S. 

OFFICER EXERCISING HIS RIGHT OF FREE CIRCULATION WITHIN 
GREATER BERLIN, AND THE FAILURE OF THE SOVIET OFFICERS IN THE 
AREA TO DISCUSS THE MATTER WITH THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE 
U.S. AUTHORITIES. THE U.S. AUTHORITIES DEMAND THAT 
SPECIALIST MEDLEY AND HIS VEHICLE BE RETURNED TO THEIR CUSTODY 
WITHOUT DELAY." 

2. ADOMAITIS, WHO WAS UNAWARE OF INCIDENT, REQUESTED 
CLARIFICATION OF DETAILS OF DETENTION BUT DID NOT SPECULATE AS 
TO REASONS BEHIND IT. HE SAID THAT HE WOULD ACCEPT STATEMENT 
FOR INFORMATION AND BRING IT TO ATTENTION OF HIS SUPERIORS 
IMMEDIATELY. MISSION PROTOCOL OFFICER REPEATED THAT WE EXPECTED 
IMMEDIATE RELEASE OF MEDLEY. 

3. AT THIS POINT SOVIET PROTOCOL OFFICER ROMANOVSKIY JOINED 
MEETING AND WAS INFORMED OF PROTEST STATEMENT. HE SAID THAT HE 
HAD BEEN ABOUT TO MAKE PROTEST TO U.S. AUTHORITIES REGARDING 
INCIDENT. MEDLEY, HE ASSERTED, HAD COMMITTTED "SERIOUS 

CRIMES" AGAINST GDR AND FOR THIS REASON WAS BEING JUSTLY DETAINED 
IN EAST BERLIN PENDING TRIAL. U.S. DEMAND FOR HIS RELEASE 
COULD NOT BE MET. ROMANOVSKIY REFUSED EITHER TO SPECIFY NATURE 
OF "SERIOUS CRIME" OR TO PROVIDE ANY INFORMATION SOVIETS HAD 
DEVELOPED. IN RESPONSE TO MISSION PROTOCOL OFFICER'S QUERY, 
ROMANOVSKIY SAID THAT MEDLEY HAD BEEN APPREHENDED BY SOVIET 
MILITARY OFFICERS FROM GSFG (WUENSDORG) AND WAS PRESENTLY BEING 
HELD IN SOVIET CUSTODY IN BERLIN. MISSION PROTOCOL OFFICER 
DEMANDED IMMEDIATE ACCESS TO HIM. ROMANOVSKIY REPLIED THAT THIS 
WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE NOW, BUT PERHAPS LATER. 

4. MISSION PROTOCOL OFFICER EMPHASIZED ONCE AGAIN THAT, REGARDLESS 
OF CIRCUMSTANCES, MEDLEY HAD RIGHT TO FREE CIRCULATION THROUGH 
OUT GREATER BERLIN. HIS DETENTION WAS THEREFORE UNJUSTIFIED, 

AND HE SHOULD BE IMMEDIATELY RELEASED. ROMANOVSKIY REJECTED 
THIS ARUGMENT, AND ADDED, IN RESPONSE TO SECOND POINT IN U.S. 
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STATEMENT, THAT EAST GERMAN GUARDS WERE JUSTIFIED IN REFUSING 
FURTHER ACCESS BY U.S. PERSONNEL WHILE INCIDENT SUCH AS THIS 
WAS IN PROGRESS. MISSION PROTOCOL OFFICER DISPUTED THIS. 

5. AT CONCLUSION OF MEETING, ROMANOVSKIY SAID THAT U.S. 

AUTHORITIES COULD EXPECT TO HEAR FROM SOVIET SIDE SOON, POSSIBLY 
TODAY. HE GAVE ASSURANCES THAT MEDLEY WAS BEING WELL-TREATED 
IN DETENTION. 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


6. ALTHOUGH WE ASSUMED THAT INCIDENT WOULD BE PICKED UP BY 
MEDIA IN VIEW OF HIGH VISIBILITY, ONLY ITEM ON POLICE TELEX 

NET WAS NOTATION THAT CHECKPOINT HAD BEEN TEMPORARILY CLOSED 
AND WE HAVE HAD NO MEDIA INQUIRIES AS YET. IN CIRCUM- 
STANCES, WE HAVE MADE THIS MESSAGE LIMDIS AND SUGGEST INFO 
REFTEL BE HELD CLOSELY FOR TIME BEING. 

7. USCOB CONCURS.SELIGMANN 
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